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NILES GRABS SUSPECTS, MONEY! 


ROBBERY SUSPECTS: One of two persons arrested in connection with savings and loan 
COUNT RECOVERED MONEY- Money found by police in 
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; William Harris and Robert Farr, Niles township 


Toner, Del. Sgt. Frank Bickel and Pa- 
, 


arrested, Henry Gross, 20, Niles. (Staff photos) 
headquarters by Dean Phelps, seated left, and Andy recovered. 


Savings, Loan 
Firm Scene Of 
$6,448 Robbery 


ARREST SCENE: Two men arrested in connection with savings and loan rob- 
bery were apprehended at 1016 North Fifth street, Niles, home of one of them. 


BY LYLE SUMERIX 
South Berrien Bureau 


NILES — Two men were 


arrested on robbery charges 
less than Iwo hours after a 
branch of First Federal Savings 
and Loan Association of Niles 
was held up yesterday after- 
noon. 


Niles township police said 


most of (he reported $6,448 
taken in the 3:58 p.m. robbery of 
a branch office at 17th and Oak 
streets was recovered. 


Arrested 
on 
preliminary 


charges of armed robbery were 
Henry Lewis Alfonso Gross, 20, 
of 1016 North Fifth street, Niles, 
and Johnnie Holland Jr., 17, 
Detroit. 


Police said the Iwo were 


apprehended at Gross' house 
about 5:20 p.m. while $(i,12S in 
cash was confiscated from llic 
house about 9 p.m. 


Township police said Gross 


was recently released from the 
state prison at Ionia where he 


BRANCH OFFICE ROBBED: This branch office of First Federal 
Savings and Luan Association, Niles, located at 17th and Oak 


streets was robbed by lone gunman of ijili.-MH shortly before -1 p.m. 
yestenlav. 


Third In Niles-Buchanan Area 


Four Banks Hit In 16 Months 


NIIJ'IS — Yesterday's armed rubbery of a Niles 


brunch of Firsl Federal Savings and Loan association 
was the third such holdup in the Niles-liiiehanan area 
anil the fourth one in llerrieii coiinlv in III months. 


in each, police have arrested 


robbers usually within hours of the I 
men were: arresled in less than Iwi 
holdup of n savings and loan firm II 
Icrnoon. They were Idenlified as llei 
Cross, 20, of Niles, and Johnnie Holla 


A reported $li,448 was (alien In (In 


:I2. Detroit, was sentenced to life imprisonment al haul 
labor for the Oct. 12, 11172, holdup of a Niles branch of 
First National Hank of Southwestern Mirhjgim and the 
shooling death of slate Trouper Steven It/DeVries. A 


years in Ihe federal: prison al Milan. Mich. 


Percy Jerome Williams. 22. Gary, hid., pleaded m- 


nnreiil yesterday when arraigned in ISriTion Cirei 


In Ihi! previous robberies, Kenneili Kugcnc Olivrn. 


Urged robber or 
reported $:I8,II()II taken in thai 


ildnp. Two Niles 
hours after the 
re yesterday af- 
•y Lewis Alfonso 
(I, 17, of Detroit, 
obberv. 


Superior street, Itenlon llarbi 


obbery was recovered. 
llu 


TIT Alcher, 211, of KIDS 
"'' w:ls remanded I 


branch of Farmers and Mercliani, Nalional bank anil 
escaped with a reported $2.111111. Police recovered si,,Sill 
following Ihe arrest. He was sentenced to serve 4>;. 


i jail iniilrr bond of s.ll.llllll |,i 
s pleaded innocent to ,i federal 


charge ol bank robber •. 


Williams was arrested Nov. 27 in downtown Hentoii 


Harbor Harbor. None of the alleged stolen money was 
recovered 


was sentenced after being con- 
victed as an accessory, to an 
armed robbery of a service sta- 
tion in northern Michigan. 


Holland, according to police, 


was free on bond on a charge of 
armed robbery in Detroit last 
month. 


Police said that in the holdup, 


a man entered the association 
office and, after asking about 
opening a savings account, 
pulled a handgun and demanded 
money. Two employes and three 
customers were forced to lie on 
the floor while the man took the 
money from two other employes 
and fled. 


Police said the man was 


believed to have met an ac- 
complice in a car about two 
blocks away after fleeing. The 


. gunman was described as being 


black, about (i foot 3, thin and 
about 18-21) years of age. 


The holdup was the third such 


robbery in the Niles-Buchanan 
area and the fourth in Berrien 
county in 16 months. Three men 
have been charged or convicted 
in connection with Ihe three 
previous robberies. In the first 
of the four, a state police 
trooper was slain. 


Township Patrolman Hubert 


Farr, first officer on the scene, 
was only a few blocks from the 
branch when the alarm was 
sounded at Ihe stale police post. 
He went to the scene, talked 
with Ihe tellers, made notes on 
the bandit's description on the 
palm of his hand, and had the 
description on the police radio 
al 4:IIS p.m., II) minutes alter 
the robbery. 


A police (racking dog from 


Niles police was used to follow 
(he scent of the man from the 
branch to a driveway about Iwo 
blocks away. 


With thai information and in- 


formation about a car seen 
leaving Ihe area moments alter 
Ihe holdup, officers went to the 
house' where Ihe men were 
arresled. 


('apt. Jerry Toner and Del. 


Sgl. Frank liickel, city police, 
said they found Gross in an up- 
stairs bedroom and Holland in 
an attic crawl space off a second 
bedroom. 


Police said a .118 caliber pistol 


(See hack pane, see. I, nil. 71 


TELLERS: Tellers confronted by gunman at sav- 
ings and loan, Cheryl Harrington, left, and Diane 
Whitfield, leave police station after questioning by 
police. 
Admits She's 
Embezzler 


$52,458 


GKAND KAPiDS (AP) - 


Susan 
K. 
Wilkens, 
22, 
a 


former teller at Peoples Savings 
Association of Bcntim Harbor, 
pleaded guilty Monday to em- 
bc/zling $1)2,458.20 between May 
Hi, 1972, and Jan. 7, 1!)74. 


t'.S. 
District Court Judge 


\ocl P. Fox freed her on per- 
sonal rerngni/anec pending a 
presentence investigation. 


U.S. Ally. John Milanowski 


said none of the money has bcon. 
recovered. 


Milanowski 
said 
Miss 


Wilkens, of t'oloina, juggled 
funds into five separate active- 
savings 
accounts 
while 


employed at Peoples Savings. 


(This newspaper last week 


reported the KHI was hives 
ligaling an ombcx/lcnienl al 
Peoples Savings.) 
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One Way Out! 


Good A Time As Any To 


&•' 


Review Foreign Aid 


' Xasl week the U.S. House voted 248 
to; 155 to withhold payment on a §1.5 
billion pledge to the International 
Development Corporation over the 
ensuing four years. 


'U.S. 
delegates 
to 
the 
Kenya 


Conference signed the commitment 
last year when only Watergate was 
bugging the American citizen. 
;: "Since then the man on the street is 
facing a hailstorm of conflicting sta- 
tements on fuel availability, lay-offs 
Because the auto industry can not sell 
anything larger than a mini car, the 
certain prospect of higher food prices, 
to" mention just a few major irritants. 
;;The House balloting quite clearly 
reflects this homefront unrest. 
: -Robert S. McNamara, president of 
the World Bank, IDA'S parent firm, 
was quick to respond that Uncle Sam 
is reneging on an obligation while 
other countries are taking up a larger 
sfiare of assisting distressed nations. 
>Backstopping 
McNamara's 


efimplaint are a wide range of liberal 
groups in our country. 
'•IDA arose over domestic criticism 
of foreign aid coming from two 
angles. 


Liberals charged Washington with 


using foreign aid to prop up outside 
governments and giving no thought to 
the needs of their subjects. 


Most Americans voiced the opinion 


that any charity should begin at 
home. They coupled this with the in- 
controverted fact that other countries 
in a position to do something were 
resting on the oars. - 


To placate those arguments the 


World Bank created IDA as a lending 
agency to finance economic projects 
with a given country. 


The 1973 Kenya Conference es- 


tablished a contributive 
formula 


under which the U.S. would raise its 
donation but at a lower percentage 


rate compared to oilier nations. 


Accepting 
at 
face 
value 


McXamara's objection to the House 
decision as "an unmitigated disaster 
for hundreds of millions of people in 
the poorest nations of the world," the 
former 
Defense Secretary in the 


Kennedy and Johnson Administra- 
tions ignores the reality of over- 
pumping a well. 


While 
in 
comparatively better 


shape than other industrialized coun- 
tries struggling with the 
energy 


crunch, it should be clear to anyone 
that Uncle Sam must conserve his 
resources to meet the situation. Fuel 
rationing would be merely the first 
step in the direction of deploying all 
resources more skillfully than we 
have used them heretofore. 


This not need be a retreat toward 


the status of McNamara's clientele, 
but if the U.S. is to help them, our 
country can not be hobbling on 
crutches. 


Charity is one of many virtues 


which is subverted all too frequently. 


It implies the existence of one party 


willingly sharing with another less, 
fortunately situated with the idea that 
temporary assistance may pull the 
latter back on his feet. 


Unfortunately this two-way street 


concept has a way of turning into a 
way of life, the most vivid example 
being 
our 
government's 
relief 


program. 


Since the liberals enjoy a stronger 


position in the Senate than in the 
House, the chances are good for at 
least a moderation in the House 
stance. 


Any amendment, though, should be 


contingent on a clear assurance the 
other donors do not slacken. They 
have been sideliners until recently. It 
escapes McNamara that even the U.S. 
may need a breather now and then. 


You Reads Your Magazine 
And Takes Your Choice 


The energy crisis has raised the 


question whether oil companies are 
making too much profit — or not 
enough. 


Apparently, it'll take a while before 


the public can get a precise answer. To 
date, there have been answers on both 
sides. Try these diametrically-opposed 
analyses on for size: 


"The Oil Masters," an article in the 


Jan. 5 New Republic by Melville J. 
Ulmer — 


"We resent the Arabian producers 


because of the inconveniences and 
high fuel prices we are suffering, but 
haWly a word is heard about the in- 
ternational cartel that has so regulated 
the world's supply of petroleum, 
dividing markets and fixing prices, 
ever since. ..1928." 


"Though prices of petroleum are 


already 90 per cent above a year ago, 
the Cost of Living Council last week 
saw fit to raise the selling price of 
crude oil by another 24 per cent." 
"The central fact of the petroleum in- 
dustry is that the demand for its 


Don't 


Knou\ They Shonhl 


The Interior Department's surprised 


by high bids for oil shale leases. Which 
suggests that the oil companies know 
something Interior doesn't — hut 
ought to — about the potential profits 
involved. 
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produce is 'inelastic.' Hence, even 
when the price of petroleum is raised 
out of line with other prices and in- 
comes, the quantity purchased barely 
declines, if at all." 


"It is no bolt out of the blue, then to 


learn that profits in oil are the lushest 
of all. ..and that the influence this in- 
dustry wields in government is second 
to none. The profits in 1973 of Exxon, 
which (in assets) is the largest indus- 
trial corporation in the world, were 50 
per cent above the year before...." 


Now, the other side. "Why Oil Com- 


panies Need Higher Profits." an ar- 
ticle in the Jan. 5th edition of Human 
Events by M. Stanton Evans— 


"Much is being made of the asserted 


fact that petroleum profits are up by 63 
per cent.... The impression conveyed 
is that the oil companies are gouging 
the public and that their behavior is 
the 
source 
of 
the 
discomfort 


experiences by everyone else." 


"Fact 'A' in such discussion is that 


oil profits, far from being enormous, 
arc and have been comparatively 
modest. By the same standard it 
applies to oil, the profit hike enjoyed 
by Newsweek's own parent company, 
the Washington Post, is a cool 249 per 
cent — far greater than the profit 
increase 
accruing to petroleum. 


Should 
consumers 
therefore 
be 


clamoring for punitive legislation 
against the Post?" 


"Indeed, for those who like explod- 


ing statistics, it is noteworthy that 
taxes 
on 
the 
oil 
industry have 


increased by more than 11)0 per cent in 
lour years' time, while dividends fell 
to 3.5 per cent of revenues, an alltime 
low." 


"Quite obviously. ..the need of the 


hour is improvement of the oil profits 
picture...." 


It At Home . 


Tass 
says 
Solzhcnilsyn 
shows 


"pathological hatred" of the Russians 
— many of whom were treated to 
Kremlin-style love and concern in 
political prison camps. 


. 
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The Jacobshavn glacier on the west 


coast of Greenland is one of the largest in 
the Western Hemisphere and the world's 
fastest, National Geographic says. It 
flows at a rate of more than 100 yards n 
, day and "calves" giant icebergs as often 
as every five minutes. 


GLANCING BACKWARDS 


NOVIKOFF RESIGNS; 


WESTFJELD TAKES OVER 


— 1 Year Ago — 


Andrew Novikoff, executive 


secretary of the Berrien county 
chapter of the March of Dimes 
since November, 1967, is retir- 
ing for reasons of health and 
will be succeeded by George 
Wcstficld. 
Novikoffs 
re- 


tirement was announced today 
by Mrs. John Burda, local 
chapter chairman. "The entire 
executive committee and the 
many hundreds of March of 
Dimes volunteers throughout 
Berrien county regret Mr. 
Novikoffs decision to retire 
from 
the post he has so 


completely filled for over five 
years," she said. 


Westfield, the newly-appoint- 


ed executive secretary, is a 
former county juvenile officer, 
former Benton Harbor acting 
postmaster, and serves now as 
Berrien county friend of the 
court in the courthouse, St. 
Joseph. 


MAPS SHOWN 


TO ANTIQUARIANS 
- 18 Years Age — 


Mapmakers and writers have 


left chronicles of Michigan his- 
tory from as far back as 1570, 
Mrs. 
Ralph 
Newland told 


members of the Antiquarian 
and Historical Society of Old-St. 
Joseph-on-the Lake Monday af- 
ternoon in the Lakeview room of 
the YWCA in St. Joseph. 


Mrs. Newland spoke on the 


topic, 
"Michigan 
Histories" 


displaying a collection of rare 
books and maps, some of them 
her personal property 
and 


others belonging to the Benton 
Harbor public library. Mrs. 
Newland 
commended Mrs. 


Robert Whitney, chief librarian 
at the library, for having 
available valuable 
material 


concerning the state and par- 
ticularly the immediate area. 


BALL RECEIPTS 
BEING CHECKED 
— 35 Years Ago - 


Committee members today 


EDITOR'S 
MAILBAG 


GRANDMOTHERS DON'T 


LAST FOREVER 


Editor, 


As I was writing to my 


children about their sick grand- 
mother, it came to me that other 
grandchildren may need to be 
reminded. 


My children's grandmother is 


80 years old and has been in 
good health and very active, yet 
she had a light heart attack and 
had to be hospitalized. My 
children have not been too good 
about keeping in contact with 
their grandma, so as I write, I 
got to thinking of the past. 


My mom never even knew her 


own mother as she passed on 
when mom was four, and her 
grandma only lived a short time 
after, so she wasn't there for my 
mom to enjoy very long either, 
that left me without grandma or 
greatgrundmother. 


Then 
my children came 


along, they in turn had grandma 
and grandpa for a long time, yet 
they took this for granted as 
they grew up, so again, young 
lives did not appreciate the 
pleasures, only a grandma and 
great-grandma can give and 
visa-versa. 


So, children, if you have a 


grandma and or great-grand- 
ma, don't forgot; she is only 
here a short lime, enjoy one 
another. 


Lillian Guy 
Houte 2 
Uccalur 


WARNS AGAINST 


GENOCIDE TREATY' 


Editor, 


Copies of this letter have been 


sent In U.S. Senators Philip A. 
I (art and Robert P. Griffin: 


I am writing to you in earnest 


appeal to vote against ratifica- 
tion of the U.N. Genocide Con- 
vention. As you undoubtedly 
know, it would require trial 
under international law of any 
American so much as accused 
of causing "mental harm" to 


any member of a protected 
"national, ethnical, racial, or 
religious group." (Isn't an In- 
ternational Criminal Court be- 
ing contemplated contemplat- 
ed?) Moreover, it would commit 
our nation — our citizens — to a 
continual 
involvement 
in 


foreign "scraps", as it were, 
more Vietnams, Biafras, etc. As 
an 
example 
in 
genocidal 


conflict, how about the Arabs 
and the Jews? 


It is quite well-known that the 


Soviet delegates to the U.NM- 
BJECTED TO THE American 
delegates' attempt to get the 
phrase, "with the complicity of 
government" included in the 
definition of genocide, because 
all knew that genocide is im- 
possible without he assistance,, 
yea, the pursuance of govern- 
ment in this tragic and immoral 
act. Communist officials care 
not to limit their "secret" 
genocidal activities, if the result 
is an impairment of their 
terroristic and total control over 
their subjects. 


No U.S. 
official 
— from 


President Truman to President 
Nixon and members of Congress 
— has yet claimed that our ra- 
tification of the Genocide Con- 
vention will abolish genocide — 
only that it would improve our 
"image" in the eyes of the 
peoples of the world. 


With the fact now established 


that the greatest genocidal 


criminals in history — statis- 


tically far beyond Adolph Hitler 
and his minions — have been 
and still lire (he Communist 
rulers, it stands to reason that 
our "world image" (not to 
mention 
our 
National 


sovereignty, our citizens' cons- 
titutional rights and safety) 
could best be improved by our 
abstention from ratifying this 
"tricky" treaty. 


Marian .1. Sluch 
Koute 3, liox M 
Wutcrvllel 


Ray Cromley 


Aluminum Mar Re 
* 


Next On List 


were checking receipts of the 
President's Birthday ball, held 
Saturday night at the Whilcomb 
hotel here under the general 
chairmanship of Attorney Carl 
Schultz of St. Joseph. Until final 
check has been made by Doric 
Hawks, of Watervliet, on the 
tickets, for which he was 
general chairman, no estimate 
can be made of the amount 
raised at the ball. The commit- 
tee expects to realize a tidy 
sum. 


RESTING COMFORTABLY 


— 45 Years Ago — ' 


Mrs. Charles Schramm, who 


fractured her right arm at the 
wrist last Sunday when she fell 
on the icy walic in front of her ' 
home on Wisconsin avenue, is 
reported resting comfortably 
today. 


GIVEN SHOWER 
- 55 Years Ago - 


Mrs. DeForest Leach was 


given a surprise shower last 
evening at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. J.F. Harrold by a com- 
pany of friends. The affair was 
in the nature of a kitchen 
shower, and the evening was 
pleasantly passed in hemming 
towels. 


HEAR REPORTS 
— 65 Years Ago — 


For the purpose of hearing 


reports from various parts of 
Berrien 
county, and in a 


measure perfecting 
an or- 


ganization to fight the liquor 
element at the coming eleclion 
on the local option question, the 
Berrien 
County Anti-Saloon 


league held a meeting at the 
Methodist church last evening. 
President Fred Ewald, of Fair 
Plain, 
introduced 
R. 
M. 


Holsple, of Grand Rapids, as- 
sistant superintendent of the 
Anti-Saloon 
League 
of 


Michigan. Among others who 
addressed the meeting were 
Attorney James O'Hara of this 
city; Dr. Greenamyer, of Niles; 
Robert Sherwood, of Watervliet, 
and Attorney W. P. Harvey of 
Benton Harbor. 


If 
you're 
bothered 
by 


skyrocketing petroleum prices, 
consider the case of aluminum, 
more widely used 
in this 


country than any metal except 
steel. It's essential in aircraft, 
motor 
vehicles, 
electrical 


equipment, 
machinery, 


household products — essential 
to our standard of living and a 
strategic commodity for mili- 
tary defense. 


As with oil, a major rise in 


aluminum prices would have 
ripple effects, causing price 
increases in much of what we 
buy. 


The United States produces 


less than ah eighth of its needs 
from domestic raw materials. 
Jamaica and Surinam are the 
original raw material sources of 
about 
two 
thirds of 
our 


aluminum. 
One 
country, 


Guinea, owns a third of the 
known reserves of the world's 
high-grade bauxite, primarily 
commercial source of the metal. 


Now Guinea has called a 


February meeting of the major 
aluminum ore producing coun- 
tries — including Australia, 
Jamaica, Guyana, Surinam and 
Yugoslavia. The belief here is 
that these countries (or those 
which attend) will discuss the 
formation of a cartel to increase 
sharply what the U.S. and other 
countries will pay. 


The United States will be 


caught in a bind. Our commer- 
cial quality bauxite reserves are 
40 million tons, a tiny fraction of 
the world reserve of 12 to 15 
billion tons and less than what 
the U.S. would require to fill all 
its needs for the next three 
years if there were no imports 
of bauxite or alumina. 


It is unlikely that new large 


deposits of metallurgical-grade 
bauxite will be discovered in 
this country, though there are 
large unexplored areas in South 


America, Asia, Africa and Aus- 
tralia that seem favorable for 
discovery 
of 
major 
new 


deiMisits. 


Today, bauxite is almost the 


sole source of aluminum. It is 
not the only potential source. 
What's needed arc technological 
breakthroughs to make low- 
grade 
bauxite 
and 
other 


aluminum-bearing ores profita- 


ble. 


The United States has almost 


300 million tons of low grade 
bauxite waiting for new tech- 
niques. 


Germany and Japan used 


high alumina clays, consisting 
mainly of kaolinite, as a source 
of aluminum in World War II. 
Poland, the U.S.S.R. and South 
Africa have been investigating 
the possibility of this source. 
The U.S. Geological Survey 
considers those clays to be the 
most favorable potential source 
of aluminum from nonbauxite 
rocks in the U.S. The total high 
alumina clay in the U.S. (con- 
taining 25 per cent or more 
alumina) may be in the neigh- 
borhood of 10 billion tons, 
though even with major tech- 
nical advances 
considerable 


amounts of this resource could 
not be profitably mined. 


The Soviet Union uses the 


mineral alunite as a source for 
aluminum, though it is not clear 
how costly,this operation may 
be. Reportedly, an alunite 
processing plant is being built 
in Mexico. The U.S. built a pilot 
plant for alunite in World War II 
as an emergency source of 
aluminum. As found in altered 
volcanic rocks, the mineral has 
a potential value as a source of 
potash and sulfur as well as 
aluminum. Indications are that 
the U.S. has considerable 
reserves, once the technical and 
cost problems can be solved. 


Solzhenitsyn? 


The publication of Aleksandr 


Solzhenitsyn's 
"The Gulag 


Archepelago" in a Russian-lan- 
guage version in Paris and in 
translated excerpts in the New 
York Times toward the end of 
December is one of the most 
dramatic 
literary-political 


events of, well, all time. Yet so 
far as I can tell, Solzhenitsyn is 
being widely ignored by the 
American literary culture. 


"The Gulag Archipelago" is 


not discussed much on the 
academic .scene. 1 have not 
found It to be a topic of conver- 
sation at literary cocktail par- 
ties in New York. In fashionable 
literary 
circles, 
Jean-Paul 


Sartre, Che Guevara, and even 
Daniel Berrigan achieved the 
status of cult hero. But not 
Solzhenitsyn. I have not seen 
any reviews in the liberal 
magazines. 


Yet Solzhenitsyn's assault 


upon the totalitarian society of 
the Soviet Union is a more 
chilling, more dramatic, more 
hazardous enterprise than, for 
example, 
Emile 
Zola's 


"I've got an Idoa! Why don't I lust say 'He lied,' In- 


aught in a 


the truth" 


stead ol 'He was caught in a glaring departure from 
yr1 


celebrated pamphlet war in 
behalf of Dreyfus, or Victor 
Hugo's 
famous 
broadsides 


against 
Louis 
Napoleon. 


Solzhenitsyn has taken on the 
entire Soviet apparatus, from 
Chairman Brezhnev on down: 
the KGB, the bureaucracy, the 
censors and border guards, the 
Party hierarchy, the Writers' 
Union, the jailers and torturers, 
the admirals and generals, the 
diplomats who make speeches 
in behalf of Human Rights in 
the UN, the whole brutal, leaden 
Soviet structure. 


Solzhenitsyn has elected to 


play out his hand to the end. He 
knows what he is up against, 
and he is obviously willing to 
die. 
Nothing like it has hap- 


pened before. It is as if Thomas 
Mann had remained in Ger- 
many during the 1930s instead 
of fleeing to the U.S., and from 
Berlin had relentlessly directed 
world attention to the evils of 
the Hitler regime. Solzhenitsyn 
has taken on the Soviet system 
armed only with his individual 
genius, his courage, and his 
religious faith. 


"The Gulag Archipelago" is 


more than a description of the 
Soviet secret police terror ap- 
paratus 
during the period 


1918-1956, and it is more than a 
polemic against totalitarianism 
as, yes, it still exists in Russia. 
Strange to say, it is also a 
literary work of great beauty. 
You need only to read the 
haunting opening, with 
its 


evocation of the eerie prison 
camp world, to know that you 
are in the presence of genius. 


The narrative containi's one 


particularly haunting moment. 
Solzhenit.s.vn, then a World War 
II army officer, is arrested 
beciiusi! he knows a Ukrainian. 
lie eventually gels an 11-year 
sentence, liul arriving in Mos- 
cow with two socrcl police 
operative, he actually escorts 
his captors lo Iho Lnliyanka 
prison: Ihey are ignorant of 
Moscow geography. In ||ns 
episode he becomes a kind of 
representative of all those who 
mindlessly 
cnoperali'd 
with 


their jailers, who went silently, 
almost voluntarily, even inlnilii' 
gas chambers. 


I find il mysterious lli.il ;is fur 


us Anicrlrati Intellect mil collun> 
is concerned llns liTinnidoii!, 
book Ims dropped |M|U (l|| 
approximation of a vacuum. 


; ..1m 
4..k 
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ABOUT-FACE FOLLOWS NEWS STORY 


Gillespie Appointed To St. Joe Commission 


By BILL RUSH 


Staff Writer 


St. Joseph city commissioners lust night did an about face and 


appointed William G. Gillespie to fill a commission vacancy 
created by the resignation of C.A. Tobias, Jr lust November. 


The action means dial Gillespie, a partner in Gillespie Drug 


Stores, Inc.. will have to run for election nexl April to keep Hit- 
seal. Commissioners had previously indicated they would appoint 
Gillespie F'eb. 4 based on legal advice that he would then IK- able to 
hold office until the April 1975 election. 


The commission's change of mind followed an article in this 


newspaper which indicated that the legal advice by City Ally. A.G. 
Preston, Jr. could be wrong and lead to legal snarls such as: a 
surprise write-in campaign which could unseat Gillespie after two 
months in office; a challenge to commission action in which 
Crossing Guards 
Recommended 


The police committe of St. Joseph township will recommend to 


the board of trustees that adult crosssing guards be hired for 
North Lincoln school. 


Committee Chairman Edwin Brink announced the recommen- 


dation after the committee met last night with representatives of 
North Lincoln PTA. Brink also said the committee will recom- 
mend that the cost of the guards be absorbed by the township 


Brink also said more powerful street lights have been ordered 


installed near the school. New 7,000 lumen lights will be placed at 
the intersections of Clemens and Lincoln and Vinclahd and Lincoln 
and a third light in front of the school with the township paying the 
bill. 


Traffic is heavy on Lincoln avenue and with children required to 


go to school in predawn darkness the North Lincoln PTA Jan. 21 
requested installation of adult crossing guards to be paid for by 
Ihe township. 


The township board sent the request to the police committee for 


a recommendation. 


Gillespie participated after April 1. 


Gillespie, 50, look the oath of office Monday night and also filed 


nominating petitions to qualify for a place on the ballot in the April 
city election. Today is the final date for filing. 


Gillespie will run in April for the remaining two years of Tobias1 


term which expires in 1976. Incumbent Commissioner Joseph 
Ilanley also has filed nominating petitions for a second three-yeai 
term. The vacancy and the regular term are (he only posts up fo; 
election." 


Preston told the commissioners lasl night that this newspaper's 


approach to the issue left "no choice" but to recommend the im- 
mediate appointment of Gillespie, adding "and I don't mind doing 
it." He said his recommendation last night resulted from the 
publicity and was intended to "cjear the air." 


Preston said he had tried to make things easier for Gillespie and 


explainftl his advice to the commission this way: if they appointed 
a successor to Tobias before Jan. 29 then he would have to run for 
election in two months; if they waited until after the election to 
make the appointment there would be no problem; but an ap- 
poinlmcnl after Jan. 29 and before the election would leave some 
doubt as to whether he would have to run. "I felt he didn't and 
nothing presented to me since changes my mind." 


Mayor Franklin Smith made the motion to appoint Gillespie last 


night. Noting his previous announcement that the appointment 
would be Feb. 4, Smith said ":much to do has been made of this 
and many things can be blown out of proportion. Perhaps that is 
the situation here." After the meeting, Smith said he meant that 
"it had looked like a simple appointment and then all of a sudden 
was news on a grand scale." 


Commissioner Warren Cast called the article in last Saturday's 


edition of this newspaper "editorializing.'1' He said an "editorial 
belongs on the editorial p'agc not in a reporting article." 


Commissioner Joseph Hanlcy said he was "sorry the article 


appeared. I don't think it was called for." He added "Bill Gillespie 
will make a top-notch commissioner." 


Preston said the editorial in this newspaper Monday was "fair 


and equitable but I don't feel that way about Saturday's article." 


In a prepared statement, Preston said: 
"To say the least, I was surprised to read the unsigned 'ploy' 


article in Saturday's Herald-Press (and News-Palladium)/ It ap- 
parently grew out of three telephone conversations with a reporter 
the day before." 


"As I remember the conversations, the reporter stated that he 


had always regarded me very highly and had great respect for my 


legal opinions, to which I rejoined that I had nothing but admira- 
tion for his fine paper. He then asked If I knew lhat William "Bill" 
Gillespie was anxious to run for the Tobias seat on the city com- 
mission. I replied that I did not know this and that 1 did not think 
that It was necessary Hi- replied that he thought Bill really should 


run and tjiat he thought he could find someone who would agree 
with him. I slated that I thought he could, too, but was it really 
necessary? The reporter was most intent and asked If .1 would 


(See- back page. sec. 1. col. I) 


NEW COMMISSIONER: William G. 
Gillespie 


(center) was appointed last night by St. Joseph city 
commissioners to fill a commission seat vacant 
since November. Gillespie also filed nominating 
positions for the April election so he can run to 
complete the last two years of the term. Shaking 


hands with Gillespie is Mayor Franklin Smith 
(right). Looking on is City Atty. A.G. Preston, Jr. 
(left). Gillespie, of 407 North street, St. Joseph, is a 
partner in Gillespie Drug Stores which operate 
three pharmacies in the Twin Cities. 


Sodus Transfer Decision Expected By Fall 


State Education Official Hears Pro, Con 
Arguments In All-Day Lansing Session 


MARK EXHIBITS: Attys. F.A. (Mike) Jones, left, and Robert Small mark 


exhibits prior to Sodus school transfer appeal yesterday in Lansing. Jones 
represents petitioners favoring transfer, and Small represents appellants who 
seek to keep Sodus in Benton Harbor school district. (Staff photo) 


By SCOTT WILLIAMSON 


Staff Writer 


LANSING-An official from 


the stale board of educalion 
yesterday said he hopes a 
decision on the Sodus school 
transfer appeal will come by 
late summer. 


Raymond Godmer, hearing 


officer for the board, said; 
"Hopefully a decision will be 
made before the start of school" 
•after an all-day hearing in the 
Law building here. 


The hearing was on an appeal 


against the transfer of three 
former elementary districts in 
Sodus township from the Ben- 
ton Harbor school district to 
Eau Claire. 


Over 100 persons, most of 


Ihem favoring Ihe transfer.at- 
tended Ihe hearing from Ihe 
Sodus area. Only a handful of 
wilnesses were called upon to 
testify as most of the arguments 
were presented by the attorneys 
for each side. 


Murder Suspect Due In St. Joe 


Robert E. Cunningham, 38. charged in the murder of a St 


Joseph woman Jan 18. was expected to be returned to Ihe Twin 
Cities late Wednesday or curly Thursday, St. Joseph police 
reported. 


Cunningham waived extradition, afler his arrest lasl Thursday 


al Springfield, Tcnn. 


Cunningham is accused in the fatal shooting of Mrs. Mildred 


Miles, 43, in herhome, 912 Market street. Mrs. Miles' husband. 


Cyril Edward Miles. 50, also was shot in the home He was slill 
listed in "serious" condition today al Memorial hospital. 


St. Joseph Police Chief Thomas Gillespie. Lt. William Mihalik 


and Bcrrien Sheriff's Deputy Robert Kimmcrly left about 3:30 
p.m. Monday, for Nashville. Tcnn., to pick up Cunningham. 


Police said Cunningham was reported to be a former suitor of a 


daughter of Ihe Miles'. 


Godmer said Ihe transcript of 


yesterday's hearing must be 
typed up (which can lake from 
60-90 days), and Ihen bolh sides 
have 20 more days in which lo 
file 
objeclions 
lo 
the 


transcripts. 


The hearing officer, Godmer, 


then sends his recommendalion 
lo Ihe slate education board, 
which can immediately make a 
ruling or order further hear- 
ings. 


At issue was Ihe appeal by 


several families in the Sodus 
area against a decision of Ihe 
Bcrrien Counly 
Intermediate 


school board lasl May 2 lo 
transfer the old Sodus, Chad- 
wick, and Ml. Pleasant districts 
to Eau Claire. 
,The 
Intermediate 
board 


approved the transfer asked in 
a petition of a majority of 
resident property owners in the 
three-district area. The transfer 
was also approved by the Eau 
Claire school board, and the 
Benlon Harbor school board 
voted not to oppose the transfer. 


The Intermediate board set 


the price for the land and the 
Sodus school at $1. The Benton 
Harbor board is seeking more 
money 


Representing the appellants 


was Ally. Robert Small, while 
Ally. 
F.A. 
(Mike) 
Jones 


represented 
the petitioners. 


Atty. 
Koccy 
DeFrancesco 


represented the Benlon Harbor 
board. 


'Almost Impossible Timetable' 


U.S. Dangling $209,000 For BH 


IIUD has money for Benlon 


Harbor, bill has imposed "an 
almost impossible timetable" 
for Ihe city lo gel $20!l,(lllll for 
the rehabilitation of homes. City 
Manager Charles A. Morrison 
said last nii.'hl 


Morrison told Hie city com- 


mission the U.S. Department of 
Mousing and Urban Develop- 
ment (IIUD) has announced il 
was releasing Hie money for 
rehabilitation loans In Hie Ed- 
wards 
park 
area 
on 
the 


iiurlhensl side of the city. 


Mill 
Hie loan 
applications 


must be filed by March 211 or I ho 
money will be lost lo lleiilou 


Harbor. Morrison said. 


He proposed thai Urban Data 


Systems, Inc.. of Columbus, 
Ohio, 
with 
an 
office 
in 


Mviskegon. be hired for tech- 
nical assistance on processing 
Ihe applications. Cos! would 
range from $12,011(1 loSI!),!)<lll. 


Morrison said Ihe prcsenl city 


slaff "is completely bogged 
down with the present work 
load, and is not in the position to 
undertake this Hue of work 
w i t h i n the lime allowed us." 


The matter uas referred lo 


conunillee lor a report next 
week. 


In oilier mailers, Ihe com- 


mission decided lo postpone for 
a week action on an ordinance 
thai would create a compensa- 
tion commission. 


The postponement was In give 


Ihe commission's legislative 
coiinnitliH' more lime lo review 
the proposed ordinance, sub- 
mitted lasl week by Mayor 
Charles Joseph. 


The compensation would sel 


salaries of the city's elected of- 
ficials, every two years. 


Assistant 
City 
Ally. Carl 


Cooper said he checked w i t h Ihe 
state and learned that salaries 
set by a coiiiinission could 
include pay of incumbent city 


commissioners. Cooper said the 
commission would meet on 
odd-numbered 
years. 
This 


means, Cooper said, that while a 
salary commission could be or- 
gani/.ed this year, no salary 
changes could be enacted until 
ISI75. 


In another IIL'D mailer. the 


commission voted 
In 
repay 


$128.70(1 Io HL'I). The money 
was borrowed as urban renewal 
working capital bill not used. 11 
has no conucclinn w i t h the Kd- 
wards park project. Payment 
will avoid an microsi charge lor 
February. 


The commission discussed, 


bill look no action, on proposed 


improvements at the boal ramp 
site off Hiverview drive, totaling 
ss-ir>. 


Morrison said boal ramp 


changes would include installa- 
tion ol portable rcslroonis. a 
shelter lor the ramp attendant, 
and traffic How alterations for 
cars and trailers. 


The 
commission 
also 


approved a resoluliou opposing 
a bill in Ilir legislature that 
would amend Iheciiy home rule 
act 
lo prohihil a residency 


iTiimromcnl 
for 
municipal 


employes. It was reported thai 
stale firemen's and police as. 
socialions are backing the bill. 


Small cited 11 reasons why 


Ihe appeal should be upheld. 
The principal reasons, he said, 
were what he termed "most 
substantial errors" in the peli- 
tions and the loss of bonding 
ability and state aid. 


Small said there were four 


errors in the petilions in Ihe 
seclion dealing wilh descrip- 
tions of the area involved. The 
word "east" was twice substi- 
tuted for Ihe word "west," 
"northeast" for "northwest," 
and "southeast" for "south- 
west." 


Jones argued lhal il was 


"unlikely lhal any person was 
mislead by four typographical 
errors in a V/2 page descrip- 
lion," and also noted mosl of 
the petitioners had gone by a 
map, attached to the petitions, 
instead of the lenglhy legal 
description. 


While Small maintained (he 


transfer would resull in loss of 
bonding abilily and slate aid, 
Jones said "the financial loss to 
Benton 
Harbor 
-would 
be 


minimal, if any. in view of ... 
declining student enrollment 
accompanied by increased state 
equalized 
valuation .and 
a 


nominal indebtedness " 


Small staled the transfer 


would bo unconstitutional on the 
basis of racial dcscriminalion. 
He said the stale board would 
be guilty "of unconstitutional 
segregation when transferring 
predominately white children 
from a predominately black 
school to a predominately white 
school." 


"Both school districts are 


racially integrated and will 
remain 
so 
following 
a 


transfer," Jones retorted. Ik- 
added the transfer would result 
in "neilher segregation nor in- 
legralion." 


Jones said (here are 
1-1:1 


students in the area who would 


be affected by the transfer, wilh 
113 while, 19 black, and 11 
Spanish-American. 


He said Ihe transfer would 


"resull in a very slighl increase 
in percenlage of minorily racial 
represenlalion in the Benton 
Harbor schools.(§6.4 to 66.9 per 
cent) and a slight decrease in 
percenlage of while students 
(one-half of one per cent)." He 
noted 
Ihe 
average 
annual 


decrease in while students in 
Benton Harbor schools is 3.2 per 
cent annually.- 


Jones said the strongest point 


in favor of the Iransfer was lhal 
"an overwhelming majorily of 
the persons in the area favor 
it." fie noted that out of the 232 
resident property owners in- 
volved, only eight opted to ap- 
peal the Intermediate board's 
decision. 


He also emphasized 
thai, 


unlike olher denials of Iransfers 
from Benlon Harbor, which 
Small stressed, Ihis one is 
different in thai it is favored by 
Ihe Benton Harbor, Eau Claire, 
and Intermediate 'districts. 


Junes also referred lo Eau 


Claire's being able lo accept the 
studenls readily wilh no strain 
on facilities, lie also stated Eau 
Claire would be able to trans- 
port the students in the Sodus 
area with three bus runs, as 
opposed lo the 13 Benton Harbor 
nuisl now make. 


Also speaking in opposition to 


the Iransfer were representa- 
tives from the Benton Harbor 
Education association and Twin 
Cities \AACP. 


Oil, FIELD 


Atty. DeFrancesco, speaking 


for the Benton Harbor school 
board in opposition to the $1 
price tag on the Sodus school 
and grounds, called one wit- 
ness—John 
Guttsell, 
of 


Appraisal Engineering Co. of 
Chicago. 


Guttsell said he appraised the 


school and grounds this month, 
and set the value at $172,347. 


Jones noted that when Sodus 


was consolidated into the Ben- 
ton Harbor system, Benton 
Harbor inherited three debt- 
free schools, and cash balances 
totalling about $17,000 were 
turned over. Additionally, he 
stated, the transfer area .has 
paid over $15,000 in building 
and site lax levies, and paid 
over $35,000 on debt retirement 
millage for the district. 


Car Fire 
Doused 


Benton 
Harbor 
firemen 


reported they assisted in extin- 
guishing a car fire at a parking 
lot on Fifth street, today about 7 
a.m. 


The blaze was under control 


when 
firemen 
arrived 
as 


employes 
from 
a 
nearby 


machinnc shop noticed the fire 
shortly afler il started and 
sprayed il with a chemical ext- 
inguisher. The car, owned by 
Richard Smith, Hartford, sus- 
tained minor damage The fire 
apparently started 
from 
u 


shorted wire. 


St. Joe Woman 


From ('.en (ml 


Miss .loAiin Jaffke. daur.htcr 


(if Mr. and Mrs. George 1). 
Jaffke. 1519 Morion avenue, SI. 
Joseph, received her bachelor of 
silence deuTee in odiiralinu 
fi'om Central Michigan I I I I I U T 
sily, Ml. Pleasant. lasl mouih 
Miss .lal'tki- is a graduate of si. 
Joseph high school .Hid Lake 
Michigan college. 


Ball Corp. Wins 
Indonesia Contract 


MUXCIE. Ind. — A subsidiary of Bull Corp. has received a $5 


million contract, geared to a newly-discovered oil field in East 
Kalimantan, Indonesia. 


Awarded Ihe S.'i million contract is Avery-Laurcnce (Singapore) 


Pet. I Id. The contract was awarded liy the Nalional Oil Co. of In- 
donesia ( I V r t a n m i a ) 
It calls for Ihe design and manufacture of 


field production facilities and a loading marine terminal for the 
new oil field 


Anolher l i a l l subsidiary, Hall-Keid Kngineors, Inc., now is 


uorkiiii: w i l h Xallaeas \.ilna IndiMnia, a Yugoslavian i;as com- 
pam on a natural vas transmission system in thai country It also 
is cii!M!'.c(l MI iieiiolciini cin;iiiirrmi! projects tor K\\on Chemical 
Co., 
in I omsiana. Hie I n l c i s l a l c (ias Co., in Colorado; and the 


Kansas Nebraska Natural (las Co. 


Hall Corp.. heiidiiuartereil at Mnneie, is the parent firm of Hall 


Idibbcr and Plastic- division, SI. Joseph. 
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Area 


Highlights 


Danger Of 'Energy Time' Debated 


f. 


By LOUISE COOK 


Associated Press Writer 


Stale and local authorities say dial despite complaints about 


children walking to .school in the dark, (here is no firm proof that 
winter Daylight Saving Time has eaused any significant increase 
in accident rales. 


"We had several accidents right after the (time) change, but 


Daylight Saving Time didn't really have anything to do with most 
of them," said Walter J. Skower, police chief of Enfield, Conn. 


Officials contacted by The Associated Press in'a spot check said 


it was really too early to measure the impact of DST and added 
that it is always difficult to pinpoint the exact cause of many ac- 
cidents. 


Year-round Daylight Saving Time went into effect on Jan. (i as 


an energy conservation measure. A recent A.P survey of utility 
officials showed the effects of the switch so far were minor — with 
an electricity saving of less than one per cent. 


Sen. Dick Clark. D-Iowa, backed by Majority Leader Mike 


Mansfield of Montana, introduced legislation on Monday urging 
Congress to repeal winter DST. 


"It's time to recognize that we may well have made a mistake," 


said Clark, lie said that the energy saving is not worth the risk to 
children. 


Similar bills have been introduced in the House and the Florida 


legislature is meeting in special session today to vote tin a move to 
return the state to standard time. 


Kight children have been killed in early morning accidents in 


Florida since DST took effect. Only two died in the same period 
last year. The AP spot check also showed that one youngster (lied 
in in Virginia, one in Ohio and two in California. In addition, a 
woman pedestrian in Connecticut and an adult school crossing 
guard in South Carolina were killed in predawn auto accidents. 


Florida Gov. Ucubin Askew, urging that standard time be 


reimposcd all parts of the state in the eastern time zone, said, 
"The inescapable conclusion ....is that the darkness had a great 
deal to do with the predawn deaths." 


Most officials elsewhere were reluctant to put all the blame for 


the accidents on DST. The.v noted that weather was a factor as was 
possible carelessness by some drivers. 


On the plus side, authorities said the gasoline shortage has cut 


down on driving and thus on accidents in general and also noted 
that lower speed limits mean fewer and less serious accidents. 


There also were signs that people were taking extra care to 


avoid accidents. 


"Children apparently are being more cautious," said Lt. Alton 


Proudfoot of the Los Angeles police department. "The.v seem 
aware of the danger of walking in the dark." 


School districts have tried to prevent accidents. In Memphis, 


Term., where one child was injured when hit by a car in morning 
darkness, officials ordered 7.357 yards of refleclori/ed tape to give 
to the 21.84:; of the system's 119.000 pupils who start class at 7:3(1 
a.m. 


The situation varied from area to area. Police in Ithaca, N.Y., 


said they investigated Klli traffic accidents in January 1973. This 
year so far, they have probed 94 — about the same rate. 


In nearby Buffalo, authorities reported there were 308 traffic 


accidents.between Jan. (i and Jan. 20 last year'compared with 7M 
in the same period this year. Police said they would have no 
breakdown of the type or time of accidents until next month and 
declined further comment. 


Independence, Mo., police said that from Jan. 1 to Jan. 24 this 


year there were 302 accidents, compared with 321 in same period 
of 1973. They said there were only 279 traffic accidents in 
December, but noted that the weather last month was compara- 
tively mild. 


Police Chief Kenneth Connors of Seymour, Conn., where a girl 


was seriously injured while walking to school Jan. 7, indicated he 
did not approve of the time change. 


"I can't see that it's helped any." Connors said. "I walk to work 


myself and it is very dark. It has definitely increased the danger. 
Especially with the ice and snow, people must walk in (he streets 
and that's dangerous." 


COLOMA CHURCH ADDITION: Construction (upper right) has 
started on $200,000 addition to Salem Lutheran church in Coloma. 
Addition will provide nine classrooms, two offices and a chapel for 
church which has membership of between 500 and 700 persons. 


Pearson Construction, Inc., of Benton Harbor, is general contrac- 
tor. Building is expected to be completed in June, a church 
spokesman said. (Adolph Hann aerial photo) 


Sunshine Poll Final Returns 


New School Hours Favored 4-1 


Final returns in this newspaper's Sunshine Poll 


show readers want school hours changed because of 
DST by a margin of nearly 4 to 1. 


With 866 replies received, 679 voted for a later starl 


for schools while 187 oppose. 


The responses came from 19 school dislricts and are 


being mailed to the schools. 


Many of the readers sent comments with their 


ballots and virtually none appeared in favor of daylight 
saving time, at least during the winter. 


Those against a lalcr start for schools generally 


based their opposition on the conflict it would create 


with the hours of working parents; or they saw it as no 
solution and said DST should be repealed. 


Here is an example from St. Joseph: "No. For the 


protection of all, young and old, and the working class 
the Stale of Michigan should be exempt from DST. 


The ballot asked: 


"Should school dislricts in southwestern Michigan 


start classes one hour later for the remainder of the 
winter months as a safety measure for children 
walking to school in darkness because of daylight 
saving time?" 


Ballots with the names of both husbands and wives 


were counted as two replies. 


A reader who signed as "Just A School Bus Driver" 


UTOte: 


"So many times when someone does a good job, it's 


passed off and accepted. If the person goofs, he soon 
hears about it. This is also true when it comes to 
newspapprs. I appoint myself as a committee of one to 
thank you for the job you are doing on the Sunshine 
Poll. I think it is great." 


"I am concerned about the kids in the dark. I am 


very close on this matter and I am for changing the 
lime a half hour later and keep il right on to the end of 
school. .." 


Re-Evaluation Of DST Urged 


LANSING. Mich. (AP) - Cit- 


ing 
the 
danger 
to 
school 


children forced to walk to school 
in early morning darkness, Gov. 
William G. Milliken today urged 
a 
national 
re-evaluation 
of 


Daylight 
Saving 
Time 
by 


President 
Nixon 
and 
the 


Congress. 


Milliken pointed to the many 


traffic deaths which have oc- 
curred since DST took effect 
nationwide Jan. 6 and the na- 
tion's clocks were moved ahead 
one hour. 


Several schoolchildren were 


among those killed Numerous 
other children were injured 


while walking to school during 
early morning hours. 


Milliken 
said 
he 
doesn't 


necessarily support any repeal 
of DST, which was adopted as 
an energy-saving measure, and 
emphasixed 
there 
is 
little 


Michigan can do as a single 
state to gel off DST 


Bangor Mayor Suggests 
Snow Removal Equipment 


On another mailer, Milliken 


admitted his aides were on the 
floor of Ihe Michigan Senate 
lobbying against immediate ef- 
fect for a bill which would 
eliminate the one-week wait 
required before a person can 
receive unemployment compen- 
sation 


Milliken said the reason his 


aides 
lobbied 
against 


immediate effect for the bill is 


that 
other 
unemployment 


legislation is pending. 


That 
legislation 
would 


increase 
unemployment 


benefits and key Republicans 
say the legislation needs to be 
considered as a whole. 


Covert 
Council 
Approves 
Wording 


COVERT — Covert school 


board last night at a special 
meeting approved the legal 
wording 
of 
two 
bonding 


proposals originaly approved 
Jan. 17. 


The bonding proposals in the 


form of two propositions total 
$4,795,000 and will be voted on 
by school district electors at a 
special 
election, 
Monday, 


March 11. 


The first proposition (A) will 


ask for the approval to sell up 
to $2,995,000 in bonds to finance 
a new middle school, new high 
school, 
an 
addition to the 


elementary 
school, 
plus 


acquiring,developing 
and 


improving school sites. 


The second proposition (B) is 


a $1.8 million issue for, for a 
new physical education facility, 
a 
swimming 
pool 
facility, 


auditorium 
and 
bus 


maintenance 
garage. 
The 


board 
has 
said 
the 
first 


proposition must pass for the 
second to be approved. 


The bonding proposal as 


presented to voters will be for 
a period of 29 years. If the 
propositions are approved on 
March 11, not over 8 mills will 
be levied for debt retirement, 
according to the board. 


Six members of the board 


voted yes on the wording of the 
proposals 
last 
night, 
with 


Harry Sarno, board president, 
abstaining. 


The board also announced 


that due to legal changes in 
state election rules, it has 
approved a notice of change for 
the last day of registration for 
the special election. 


The last day to register is 


now Monday, Feb. 11, at 5 p.m. 
instead of Friday, Feb. 8. Per- 
sons can register with F.B. 
Hoffaeker, township clerk or 
Mrs. Olga Stcgeman, designat- 
ed deputy township clerk, at 
(he Covert township library. 


Prime Rale Cut 


DETROIT (AP) - The Na- 


tional 
Bank of Detroit 
an- 


nounced Monday a decrease in 
its prime interest rate for large 
borrowers from 9:V| to Hi/2 per 
cent. 


TRIAL RUN: Eddie Clark, 14, son of Mr. and Mrs 
Wayne Clark of Eau Claire, gives "high rise" bike a 
trial run after its construction from spare parts. 
Eddie and his brother Waype plan to build a seven- 
frame-high bike next. (Donald Krone photo) 
Oxbow Owner 
Opposes Par! 


BY JIM SHANAKAN 


BH City Editor 


The owner of 86 acres in the St. Joseph river oxbow of Royallon 


township says he has "no intention" of selling his property for 
parkland. 


Harry Billon, Sr., Jasper Dairy road, is the owner of the land 


that is part of a 214-acrc tract the Berrien county parks and 
recreation commission (PRO has marked for park development. 


The PRC announced Friday that the county has been awarded 


$80,000 matching grant from the Department of Natural Resources 
to be applied toward purchase of the land. 


William Gebhard, county park coordinator, said Friday thai the 


tract, owners of the Billon and Harry Zick, had indicated a 
willingness to sell. 


Billon told this newspaper yesterday: "1 have no intention of 


selling whatsoever, anymore. I was contacted belter than a year 
ago by letter, maybe longer (ban that, asking if I would soil m.v 
property for parkland. 


"I replied over the telephone and indicated if the price were and 


other conditions were right. 1 would consider it. 


"When you don't hear from someone for a year, yon forge! about 


it." 


Billon said he called the park coordinator in the C'onrthouic 


earlierand said he plans to farm the land. 


Hilton also said he was getting calls from people opposed K,-1|» 


park. "I .just want them to know. 1 have no intentions, whatsoever 
of selling." 


BANGOH -- Hangor Mayor James McLarly 


recommended to the cily council hist night that 
it begin considering purchase of equipment to 
remove snow from sidewalks. 


Mcl.arty said the' equipment was needed 


because the equipment used in the present 
cleaning program is not designed to remove 
hcavv snow. 


The city Ihis year is having the walks cleaned 


under a contract with Frank (Iregory Sr.. of lilll 
Alexander street, for $7fi a cleaning 


Approval of the contract came ; 


equipment was ruled unusable. 


Karl Perry, city maintenance superv is»r. said 


the needed equipment would cost about SI.soil 


In dlber areas, the council received a icpnrl 


thill M.liNII is lell ill the $-IS;>.(IO(l water syslem 
Improvement financing account, The money is 
to be kepi in the fund toward repayment of the 


bonds sold to raise Hie moiiev 


Perry reported that he had submitted a 


request to the stale for $S.-Kill in stale recreation 
bond monies for work done by the Lions club at 
the city's park along Black river off Hamilton 
street. The project is bring dc\el/>pcd through 
the recreation bond fund prmiram. 


I 
Perry was anthori/i 


snnwblowing machine fi 
streels into trucks lor n 


The council was infoni 


luis hied Ins pel Hum f i n 
April election as li;ne II, 
bent ciiiincibncn. and 
I'a\ id Wright Ini council 
liling Is I'YIi 1. at I p i 
linns, in addition to llic 
.stake Ihis year. Terms ui Cuiiiicilmcii Joseph 
Oislofaim and Alfred l.mdhcrg in addition to 
l«ifler are expiring 


Id seek bids on a 
conveying snow from 


iinval 


(I that solar Mcl.arl> 
•-i'lc! lino in tin 
1 cllv's 


"Id Lafler. ,'»! mciim- 
icliard llenslcy and 
niMlinns Deadline [nr 


Three council posi- 


n.nnr's office are at 


Gobies Man 


Going After 


Million Dollars 


LANSING. Mich. (AP) - 


Joseph Slaneck of Gobies will be 
among those taking part in Ihe 
ninth 
lottery 
millionaire 


Michigan lottery, and the first 
of IH7-I. to be held Feb. T> in the 
Saginaw 
Civic 
Center 
at 


Saginaw. The li p.m. drawing 
will send one person home with 
SI million. «ne w i t h $1(1(1.0011 
one 
w i t h 
Siid.dllfl. 
iu,, uilli 


Slii.ddfl. and five w i t h $5,nod. 
The rest of (he I'.MI runtcslanls 
will win SI.(Kill each 


Meanwhile, a special New 


Year's bonus drawing was held 
Ihis afternoon in Ionising, with 
•12 
contestants 
vicing 
for 


SMO.IKBI in pri/cs 


Paw Paw Willing To Contribute 
$1,000 To Drug Abuse Program 


BY CAUKF/IT DcGHAI'T 


Paw I'aw ilurrau 


PA\V PAW — I'aw Paw village council last night voted to con- 
tribute up to SI.000 to the Van Hiiren Drug Abuse program on the 
condition program officials secure comparable contributions from 
other municipalities. 


The contribution from (he village was requested by John \V, 


Gilman. director of the program, and Donald H. llalstead. Paw- 
Paw attorney who is head of Ihe program's advisory board. 


Gilman said that the program has raised only about $K!(I of the 


$5.000 it needs to match a $15.00(1. Ihree-for-ooe grant from slate 
sources for the hsca! year ending in June. 


Paw Paw councilmeii In May 11172 veiled $1.00(1 to the program. 
Gilman said program officials have sclieiluli'd appearances 


before the Van Huron coiinlv board and Ihe l.avvloii village council 
to request funds, and arc planning In schedule iippearances w i t h 
other governing hoards. 


The drug abuse program is a siib-contracled program of the \ an 


liuren Community Mental Health Service. Slate matching funds 
for the program are received through the mental heallh service. 


Ill other areas, Hoger lloxic, treasurer of the Paw Paw Jaycees. 


requested Dial the council lake action to have the area on the east 
bank of Ihe I'.'iu '*''» rhvi- jmrili /if H/>/J \rr»u liic)>u. 
pi\ rlcawd 


in dc\ clnpi 


up. Me suggested a Icncebe put up between ihc husiiir.sso^.iini 
bank. 


Movie offered the assistance of Ihe .la.vcces 


river shore in the area into a park. 


A proposal by (he Paw Paw I,ions club In develop the sami 


into a park was referred to the public works committee Ini i c 


A bid of S2.IIIO. including trade-in, on a new poll. ( 


approved. The bid. by Dir Chcviolct of I'aw P.iw wa-. (hi < M , i , 
M 


of four bids received Dial included (rude in 


The council approved bids up three pie', c., ul equip, 
p, 
,,, 


public uoiks department A bid ol Sli.'Ha submitted \n \\ 
Itrolhers Kqnipmrnt Sales ol I'aw I'aw on a dump |m,|, ., , 
,',' 


ccplcd P'IVC other bids were received 


('initial! (or a van lypc truck w;c, ,man!cil in I I , u v , , i. ,,.| „, 


Paw I'aw on a bid ol SL'.KiW Time nlhei 
< oiiipaiiii- I 
,, ,|M 


truck. 


( iiimeilmcn apptou'd pm chase ,,f ;1 MIIIU p|,m |lll|n |((||i| s 


Scraper ol Kalania/nn Im .Sl,!li.i \n nlhei bills were received 


All ordinance pmlnliitin;: p a i k m r 
i i > i mei m, 
| 1 I M |. 
nh 


Kal.'ima/iio slieel seolh ol (he i .nil nf«l 
< i ,M N>- 
\«, e 
i; ; , • 
. , ) 


CoilncllMlcIt I'l'pnlleil Mia! I l l l i k s h.nt 
[ • . n k i H s, 
, 


periods 


